
 

 

To enhance the value and educational experience of your Zoo Boise, we have provided an in class activity, an 

interactive Discovery Station at the Zoo, and chaperone tips. The Discovery Station’s location will be indicated 

by signs from 10:30-11:30am on school days throughout May. 

The 2019 season will focus on the Zoo Boise partnership with Gorongosa National Park Project and the efforts 

to restore the ecosystem. Zoo Boise has a three-part mission: to provide education, recreation, and conservation. 

Please keep in mind that for many people, it can be challenging and overwhelming to understand all the 

biological, social, political, and scientific aspects of conservation. This can lead people, particularly children, to 

believe that their individual actions or choices do not have any noticeable effect towards a solution. With your 

classroom instruction using provided in class activity and the positive interactive experience of their zoo visit, 

your students will feel more skilled and empowered in their wildlife conservation efforts. 

Teacher Info/Discovery Station Description 
- Standards alignment 

o K.S.3.1.1 Observe and describe the characteristics of plants and animals. 

o 1.S.1.4.1 Explain the concepts of past, present, and future. 

o 1.S.3.2.1 State that living things need food to survive 

o 2.S.3.2.1 Identify four basic needs of all living things (food, shelter, water, space). 

o 2.S.3.2.2 Discuss how animals are suited to live in different habitats. 

o 3.S.3.1.1 Describe the adaptations of plants and animals to their environment. 

- The in class activity can be tied to what your class may already be learning, and create a bridge to the 

experience they will have at the zoo 

o The Discovery Station attendant will emphasize the term “adaptation”, and the 4 components of a 

habitat, but will have additional resources and information relating to a variety of other topics 

- The in class activity introduces the story of the partnership between the Gorongosa National Park Project 

and the Boise community through Zoo Boise to restore the ecosystem. This story will be reinforced by 

visiting the Discovery Station, looking for the green Conservation signs, voting at the conservation vortexes 

at the front of the zoo, and visiting the lion exhibit. 

- The Discovery Station will include the following version of the lion story, and biofacts such as a pelt and 

skull. Participation at the station will earn you a conservation voting token which represents the portion of 

your admission that goes toward conservation projects. 

o This is Tripod, a very special lion. Like all lions, she hunts using camouflage and moves silently 

through the savannah grasses. She and her fellow lions are a key species in the restoration of 

Goronogosa National Park. 200 lions lived in the park in the 1940s. There were less than 10 left in 

the 1990s. Tripod was 6 years old when lions reached a milestone in their recovery, reclaiming a 

park landmark known as the Lion House! Scientists like Paola Bouley are working hard to continue 

progress. Tripod has proven to be one of the most resilient lions, and has done more than her part to 
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show Paola what life in Gorongosa is like for lions and what it will take to bring back the population. 

You and the Boise community, through the Zoo Boise Conservation Fund, have helped provide 

camera traps, satellite collars, and support rangers and scientists. Come back often to get updates on 

the progress Tripod’s descendants have made. Use your conservation token to vote for other great 

projects happening like those in Gorongosa National Park!  

- Zoo Boise turns the act of visiting the zoo into a conservation action. You can save animals in the wild 

while you see animals at Zoo Boise because we make participation in wildlife conservation easy. Each year 

our animals and supporters including Zoo visitors generate hundreds of thousands of dollars to help their 

wild counterparts.  

o Zoo Boise was the first zoo ever to implement a fee that creates funds for wildlife conservation. Now 

25 zoos across the country participate in our idea! 

o Zoo Boise dedicates a greater percentage of its budget to wildlife conservation than any other 

traditional zoo in the country. In 2017 Zoo Boise contributed more than 10% of its budget, more 

than $313,000, to wildlife conservation in Idaho and across the world. 

o Since 2007, Zoo Boise has given over $2.5 million in total contributions to wildlife conservation. 

In Class Activity 
 This is intended for use prior to your Zoo visit, but can be used post visit as well. 

Materials list – Worksheet, Scissors, Glue, Blank Paper (colored cardstock) 

Procedure – The students will construct a true story 

- Suggested for young students: read the story aloud in the correct order 

- Correct Order:  

1) Once there was a small pride of lions that lived in the southern part of Gorongosa National Park. 

2) One member of the pride was an extra tough lioness named Tripod.  

3) She had to work hard to find food and keep her family safe.  

4) Luckily Tripod had the help of hard working people like scientist Paola Bouley.  

5) Paola is making her way around the whole park helping lions, but she needs help too.  

6) By visiting Zoo Boise, you can help Tripod and Paola restore lions as kinds of the park.  

- Pass out a copy of the scrambled story 

- Instruct students to cut out the 6 story boxes 

- Arrange the story in an order that makes sense 

- Glue the story in order to the blank page 

 

  



 


