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Common Name: Warthog, Common Warthog 
  
Order: Artiodactyla          Family:    Suidae   
Genus & Species:  Phacochoerus africanus  
 
Status: IUCN Least Concern; CITES not listed 
 
Range: Warthogs have a large range that extends across most of sub-Saharan Africa 
into eastern Africa and down to northern South Africa in areas with open woodland 
savannas. 
 
Habitat:  Common warthogs are found in open and wooded savannas, grass-steppes, 
and semi-deserts. Warthogs avoid rain forests, deserts, and high elevations. They also 
utilize areas that were formerly wooded and cleared for pastures. To cope with extreme 
temperatures, their habitat must also include areas with wallows and burrows.  
 
Description:  Warthogs are named for two prominent pairs of large, fleshy bulges that 
project from the male’s head. Their head is large and broad at the rear, tapering 
towards the snout which has two upwardly curved upper tusks, ranging from 10-25 
inches for males and 6-10 inches on females. Their lower jaw also has a pair of shorter 
tusks that are similarly sized in males and females. Warthogs are usually black or brown 
and they have a mane that extends down their head and neck to their middle back.  
Tails are longer and end with a tuft of hair. Common warthogs do not have 
subcutaneous fat and they have a very sparse coat making them susceptible to extreme 
environmental temperatures. They have relatively long, thin legs that end with hooved 
feet.  
 
Size:   
Length: 35 inches – 60 inches 
Height: 25 inches – 35 inches at shoulders 
Weight: 200 pounds -- 250 pounds.  
 
Longevity: Average lifespan is 15 years, but accounts range from 11-18 years.  
 
Wild Diet:  Unlike other pigs, the common warthog is predominantly a grazer and feeds 
on the growing tips of grasses. It will also feed on roots, berries, the bark of young trees 
and occasionally carrion.  
 
Zoo Diet:  Commercial pig chow, grass hay, fruits & veggies including yams, carrots, 
apples, banana and greens. 
 
Reproduction & Parental Care:  Common warthogs have a polygynandrous mating 
system with both males and females having many mates. Females attract mates by 
urinating when they are receptive. When females are in estrus, fighting between males 
occurs and involves pushing and striking with the head and blunt upper tusks. Fights 
are rarely fatal, nor do they typically cause any major injury. Warthogs are sexually 
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mature between 18 to 20 months (although males do not usually mate until four years of 
age). Breeding season depends on range, in some areas they breed year-round and in 
others they will breed seasonally between May and June.  
 
Warthogs have the longest gestation of all pigs, ranging from 170 to 175 days.  
Prior to birth, females will isolate themselves to give birth in a burrow, which is important 
in regulating the body temperature of the piglets as young warthogs cannot maintain 
their own body temperature the first few days of life. Litters range in size from 1 to 7 
piglets, with an average of 3 piglets per litter.  Piglets will spend six to seven weeks in 
the burrow before they leave with their mother. Piglets are weaned between four and 
five months. Both males and females stay with their mother and her sounding (social 
group) for an extended period – males up to two years and females until sexual 
maturity. Females may return to their mother’s sounding later in life.  Males do not play 
a role in parental care. Infant warthogs are susceptible to both extreme temperatures 
and predation, which is why the juvenile survival rate is roughly 50% in the first year of 
life. 
 
Activity:  Diurnal. Warthogs spend most of the day looking for food and are normally 
found in small family groups called soundings. At night, they will seek shelter in burrows 
and sleep with their head towards the opening of the burrow; this is to allow for a quick 
escape out of the burrow. 
 
Behavior, Ecology & Adaptations: Common warthogs live in one of three social units 
– solitary as adult males, bachelor groups of younger males, and sounders of 4-16 
females and her mixed-sex offspring. Warthogs are not territorial, and several groups 
can peacefully share the same resources if they are plentiful. If resources are scare, 
there may be some intergroup competition. Warthogs are highly vocal and produce a 
wide range of grunts, growls, snorts and squeals that serve as greetings, maintaining 
contact, warning calls, and threat displays.  
 
Warthogs spend most of their day grazing or wallowing. When grazing, they fold their 
front feet under to bring their head to the tips of the grass and rests on padded ‘wrists’. 
In contrast, when rooting up plants during the dry season, they use their toughened 
snout to shovel soil away. There is some evidence to suggest that by rooting in the dirt, 
Warthogs help future plant growth by aerating the soil.  
 
In the larger ecosystem, warthogs provide a food source for lions and leopards. 
Warthogs are fast runners and can avoid attacks by fleeing. When they run their tail is 
held upright. Common warthogs also have a mutualistic relationship with red-billed and 
yellow-billed oxpeckers. The birds feed on the parasites carried by common warthogs 
while the warthogs rid themselves of these pests. As a result, it is not uncommon for 
oxpeckers to ride on the backs of warthogs. Warthogs will also heed warning of 
oxpecker alarm calls.  
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Conservation Issues 
The populations of common warthogs are relatively abundant and stable. This species 
is regularly hunted for meat and persecuted for crop damage and has been extirpated 
from some areas.  
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